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Funding, kSEK 

 2023 2024 2025 2026 Total 

STERF 529 669 635 5101 2343 

Companies 2 160   160 320 

Smørum GC (in kind) 40 7 7 7 61 

Reykjavik GC/Golf Union 
of Iceland (in kind) 

7 15 15 15 52 

Danish Golf Union (in 
kind) 

25 25 25 25 100 

Total 761 716 682 717 2876 

1Reserved, not granted.  

2Barenbrug (The Netherlands), DLF (Denmark), Landmark Seeds Company and Mountain View Seeds (Oregon, USA). 
 
 

Project objectives 

• To screen in the field and clarify which varieties of Agrostis, Festuca, Poa and Lolium are most 
winter-hardy, most stress-tolerant and most disease-resistant on putting greens at four 
experimental sites representing the two major climate zones in the Nordic countries.  

• To create meeting places for discussions between plant breeders, seed companies and 
greenkeepers in order to encourage variety awareness, integrated pest management and 
continued efforts into turfgrass breeding for northern environments. 
 

Project summary and status January 2024 

This project is a continuation of SCANGREEN variety testing that has been going on for more than 
20 years. Varieties are assessed on sand-based greens at NIBIO-Landvik, Norway, and Smørum GC, 
Denmark, in the southern zone and at NIBIO-Apelsvoll, Norway, and Reykjavik GC, Iceland, in the 
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northern zone. The on-going test round started in 2023 and includes an additional test site in 
Minnesota, USA. The project comprises seven species (chewings and slender creeping fescue, 
colonial and creeping bentgrass, perennial ryegrass, Kentucky bluegrass and smaller cat’s-tail) with 
20 new varieties for comparison with the references. Mixtures of fescue and bentgrass are also 
being tested. Experimental plots are evaluated monthly and varieties are ranked for turf quality, 
winter tolerance, diseases and invasion of moss and annual bluegrass. The test sites are used for 
field days according to a predetermined schedule and results are communicated at www.sterf.org, 
www.scanturf.org and in greenkeeper magazines and in the booklet ‘Turfgrass seed for the Nordic 
countries’, which is updated every second year. 

New experimental greens were established at Apelsvoll and Smørum in June, and at Reykjavik and 
Landvik in July. Establishment was most successful at Reykjavik, while many of the plots had to be 
reseeded at Landvik in August and September. At Apelsvoll, plots with Kentucky bluegrass were also 
reseeded. At Smørum, most of the green was reseeded in August. In October, some of the plots with 
Kentucky bluegrass and smaller cat’s-tail were still not fully covered at Landvik, Apelsvoll and 
Smørum. The challenges with establishment are likely explained by the very dry weather in Norway 
and Denmark in June. At Minnesota, the experimental green was established in early September 
due to problems with delivery of the seed package from Norway. 
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